MILLER & HARANTS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW ,., ‘wg M
618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE G
P.O. Box 332 T
NEw HAVEN, IN 46774 e
PHONE; 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619
CARL M. MILLER STEPHEN J. HARANTS
CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM SHARANTS‘@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM

August 13, 2012

The Honorable Cynthia T. Brown ENTERED
Chief, Section of Administration %eofpm““'m
Surface Transportation Board AUG 1 4 2012
395 E Street S.W.. Room #100

Washington, CD 20423-0001 Publie Rt org

Re:  Environmental Report, Historic Report and Required Certifications for Docket No. AB-
1102X o
Indiana Northeastern Railway Company
Notice of Exemption for Abandonment in Branch & St. Joseph Counties, Michigan

Dear Ms. Brown:

The Indiana Northeastern Railway Company intends to file a Notice of Exemption for the
above-reference proposed abandonment at some time on or after September 14, 2012. Enclosed
for the above-referenced Abandonment Exemption are the following as required by 49 C.F.R.
Part 1105.

1. An original and ten copies of the Environmental/Historic Report

2. An original and ten copies of the transmittal letter that accompanied the reports, and
3. An original and ten copies of a certificate demonstrating compliance with the
requirements of 49 C.F.R Part 1105

Please stamp and return the duplicate copy of this letter to my attention to indicate that
you have received the items listed.

Feel free to call me if you have any questions.

Respectfully submi

enclosures


mailto:cmillerl@choiceonemail.com
mailto:SHARANTSl@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM
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INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY

Carl M. Miller

MILLER & HARANTS

618 Professional Park Drive
New Haven, Indiana 46774
Telephone: 260-749-5858
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-1102X
INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION—
IN BRANCH AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTIES, MICHIGAN
ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORIC REPORT

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (“IN™) submits this Environmental/Historic
Report in compliance with the reporting requirements of 49 CF.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8.
Supporting correspondence and certifications are attached. It is the conclusion of this Report
that the proposed abandonment, if implemented, will not significantly affect either the quality of
the human environment or the conservation of energy resources. A map showing the loca.tion of
the l_ine to be abandoned is attached hereto as Appendix A.

In preparation of this Report, IN has consulted with each of the agencies listed in
Appendix B, attached hereto.

Appendix C-1 through C-21 contains a copy of all written correspondence between II\{
and the agencies listed in Appendix B.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT —49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(¢)

1. Proposed Action and Alternatives. IN seeks to abandon its line of railroad
extending from milepost 81.32 near Coldwater in Branch County, Michigan, to MP 100.69 near
Stqrgis in St. Joseph County, Michigan (the “Line”). The Line is situated i-n Branch and St.
Joseph Counties in Michigan and extends a total distance of approximately 19.37 miles.

The Line has not been required to serve any customer in many years. There have been no

rail shipments of any kind on the Line in the last two years, and no reasonable possibility for the

development of new rail traffic exists.



Following abandonment, IN intends to salvage rail, ties and track materials from the
Line. All salvage activities will occur on top of the railbed only. The railbed, subgrades and all
structures, culverts and related items will remain in place and not be disturbed. IN believes that
state or local parties may be interested in potential trails use of the Line.

No alternatives to the proposed abandonment have been considered. The only alternative
is retention of the Line in its current, unused state: which would have an indirectly deleterious
impact upon the environment in that it would deny IN the ability to re-allocate resources
necessary to upgrade its North-South line. That upgrade to 2.86,000 Ib. capacity will allow IN to
divert traffic from highway to rail.

2. Transportation System. IN does not anticipate that existing regional or local

transportation systems or patterns will be affected by the proposed abandonment. No rail service
is currently provided on the Line; thus. no traffic will be diverted to other transportation systems
or modes as a result of the proposed abandonment. Alternative rail service will continue to be
available from IN at available side tracks in Coldwater immediately adjacent to the abandonment
site. There is no overhead traffic on the Line, and no passenger trains are operated over the Line.

Abandonment of the Line will allow removal of twenty-three (23) public grade crossings,
twenty-two (22) private grade crossings and one (1) highway overpass. A lé)g of the affected
crossings and overpass is attached hereto as Appendix D.

3 Land Use.

() IN does not foresee any inconsistency with regional and/or local land use

plans, but has contacted and requested comments from the National Geodetic Survey. The
N.G.S. has respondéd that no survey monuments are endangered.

(ii)  The proposed abandonment will have no effect on prime agricultural land.



(iii)  This track does not lie within a designated Coastal Zone Management
Area and, accordingly, the proposed abandonment will not affect any land or water uses in such
an area or result in any coastal impacts.

(iv)  IN does not believe the right-of-way is suitable for use as a highway, other
form of mass trans%t, conservation, energy production or transmission. IN is aware of interest in
the right-of-way for trail use.

4, Energy.

6] The proposed abandonment will have no negative effect on the
transportation of energy resources. No energy resource commodities move on the Line and IN
foresees little or no possibility that any such traffic would develop in the future.

(ii)  The movement and/or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be
adversely affected by this abandonment. No such commodities move on this line and IN
foresees little or no possibility that any such traffic would develop in the future.

| (iii) Abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy
efficiency. There is no freight traffic on the Line and thus there will be no changes in existing
transportation patterns or energy usage as a result of the proposed abandonment.

(iv)  Abandonment of the Line will not cause the diversion of more than 1,000
rail carloads per year or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year to motor carriers.

5. Air,

(i) Abandonment will not result in (A) a minimum increase in real traffic of
100% or eight trains per day on any segment of rail line, (B) an increase in rail yard activity of at
least 100%, or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the average daily

traffic or 50 vehicles per day on any road segment.



(ii)  Abandonment of the Line will not result in traffic increases which exceed
the thresholds specified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(S)(i)(A), (B) or (C).

(ili) No ozone depleting materials are transported on the Line, thus no
shipments of ozone-depleting materials will be diverted or transported as a result of this
abandonment.

6. Noise. None of the thresholds identified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i) will be
exceeded as a result of the abandonment.
7. Safety.

@) The proposed action will have no adverse effect upon public health or
safety. During any salvage operations on the track, precautions will be taken to ensure public
safety.

(i) No hazardous commodities are handled on thi's Line. Accorldingly, the
proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of hazardous materials.

(iii)  There are no known hazardous waste sites or any hazardous waste
materials involved. Therefore, this abandonment will not have any adverse impact on any sites.

8. Biological Resources.

(i) IN is not aware that any endangered or threatened species are present in
the area or would be adversely affected. Salvagé operations will be handled within the right-of-
way using existing access routes. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources concluded
that there are no known occurrences of federal or state listed endangered, threatened or otherwise

significant species, natural plant communities or natural features in the proposed abandonment

arca.



(i)  The Line does not pass through and is not adjacent to any wildlife.l
sanctuaries or refuges or any national or state parks or forests and, accordingly. none will be
adversely affected.

9. Water.

@) The proposed action is consistent with applicable federal, state and local
water quality standards. IN will not alter the contour of the roadbed underlying this Line in
connection with the proposed abandonment and will not alter or remove any structures in, over
or under any water, wetland or 100 year flood plain.

(i)  IN does not anticipate discharge of any materials into navigable waters
that would require permits under Sections 402 and 404 of the Clean Water Act.

(iii)  No activity will occur which would require permits under Section 402 of
the Clean Water Act.

10.  Proposed Mitigation. As no adverse impact is anticipated. IN does not propose

any mitigation activities.

HISTORIC REPORT —49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d)

1. Map. A map of the Line is attached hereto as Appendix A.

2. Description of Line. The line to be abandoned extends from milepost 81.32 near

Coldwater in Branch County, Michigan to milepost 100.69 near Sturgis in St. Joseph County,
Michigan and extends a total distance of approximately 19.37 miles. The Line is 100 feet wide,

including a total of 234.76 acres.



3. Photographs. Attached as Appendix E-1 through E-5 are photographs of all
bridges on the Line. These photographs have been provided to the State Historic Preservation
Officer. There are a number of small culverts on the Line which are not believed to be within the
definition of “structures”.

4. Information on Structures. There are no other buildings, structures or bridges
within the proposed Line abandonment. The bridges are all believed to be over fifty (50) years
old. Other than age. no historical significance is known to attach to any of the bridges.

5. History of Operations. The Line was originally built by the Michigan Southern
Railroad in about 1849. With completion of its East-West mainline in about 1858, the Lake
Shore & Michigan Southern Railway relegated the Line to secondary status. The Line serviced
local customers throughout its ownership by the New York Central and Penn Central. The Line '
was designated for transfer to Conrail, was abandoned by it and acquired by the Branch and St.
Joseph County Rail Users Association. The Line was acquired by IN in 2004. There have been
no rail shipments of any kind on the Line in the last two years, and no reasonable possibility for
the development of new rail traffic exists.

6. Engineering Documents. The engineering documents in IN’s possession are
limited, but it will make such documents as it has available to any interested party.

7. Historic Criteria. Based on readily available information in its possession, IN
believes that no site or structure listed in or meeting the criteria for listing in the Natural Register
of Historical Placeslis located on the Line or will be affected by the abandonment. IN also

believes that no culturally significant locations, archaeological sites ‘or unique landforms will be

affected by the abandonment.



8. Ground Disturbances. In is unaware of any possibility that archaeological
resources may be in the area. The abandonment activities should have no impact as IN simply
-intends on removing the rail and ties and leaving the right-of-way intact for possible trail-

conversion purposes. Access to the line is generally good.

Dated }?/;4 < Respectfully submitted, . /

~~— MILLER & HARANTS -
"~ Aftorneys for Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
618 Professional Park Drive
New Haven, Indiana 46774
Telephone: (260) 749-5858
Facsimile: (260) 493-7619
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Bill O"Neill, Acting Chief

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Forest Management Division

530 West Alleghan Street,

PO Box 30452

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7952

Dave Rigney, NOAA
MDOT/Design Survey Section
425 W. Ottawa Street

Lansing, Michigan 48933

Patty Birkholz, Director .
Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Great Lakes

PO Box 30473

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7973

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Coldwater Service Center

387 N. Willowbrook Road, Suite F
Coldwater, Michigan 48936-8852

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Centreville Service Center .

693 E. Main Street

Centreville, Michigan 49032-9603

U.S. Geological Survey
Michigan Water Science Center
6520 Mercantile Way, Suite 5
Lansing, Michigan 48911-5911

Rodney A. Stokes, Director
Department of Natural Resources
_ Stevens T. Mason Bldg.

PO Box 30028
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7528

Lt. Col. Michael C. Derosier
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Detroit District '

477 Michigan Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48231-1027

MI Department of Environmental Quality
Kalamazoo District Office

7953 Adobe Road .

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-5025

e ——

National Park Service
9922 W. Front Street
Empire, Michigan 49630

Scott Hicks, Field Supervisor

Fish and Wildlife Services

East Lansing Field Office

2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101

East Lansing, Michigan 48823-6316

US EPA, Region 5
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, lllinois 60604

Branch County Board of Commissioners
Courthouse

31 Division Street

Coldwater, Michigan 49036

St. Joseph County Board of Commissioners
125 W. Main Street

PO Box 277

Centreville, Michigan 49032

Jamie Clover Adams, Director

MI Dept. Agriculture and Rural Development
PO Box 30017

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Mr. Brian D. Conway

M1 State Historic Preservation Office
702 West Kalamazoo Street

PO Box 30740

Lansing, Michigan 48909-8240

~
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MILLER & HARANTS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
-NEW HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619

CARL M. MILLER STEPHEN J. HARANTS
CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM

June 29, 2012

Mr. Brian D. Conway . L
MI State Historic Preservation Office

702 West Kalamazoo Street

PO Box 30740

Lansing, Michigan 48909-8240

Re:  Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties, Michigan, Docket AB-1 IQZX

s
Dear Mr. Conway:

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad company intends to file a Notice of Abandonment with the
United States Department of Transportation, Surface Transportation Board for the portion of its Old Road
Brach between MP 81.32 near Coldwater and MP 100.69 near Sturgis. We have attached both a System
Diagram Map and a USCS topographical map identifying the line segment to be abandoned.

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company has identified five (5) railroad structures, all
bridges, which appear to be more than fifty (50) years old; these bridges are located at: MP 85.68, MP
86.82; MP 94.12, MP 95.43 and MP 96.18. '

A photograph of each bridge is attached for your information.

.The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company .anticipates that all bridges will remain in place after
consummation of the abandonment and removal of track structures and that the line will thereafter be

dedicated to trail use.

On or about August 1, 2012, we will file an Environmental/Historic Report with the Surface
Transportation Board.

The purbose of this letter is to solicit any comments your office may have that might assist in the
preparation of this Report.

Yours truly,

CMM/dks
enclosures

APPENDIX C-1
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

RICK SNYDER MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY GARY HEIDEL
GOVERNOR STATE HiSTORIC PRESERY STION OFFICE EXSCUT.VE D RECTOR

July 10, 2012

CARL MILLER

MILLER & HARANTS

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
POBOX 332

NEW HAVEN IN 46774

RE: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph Counties,
Michigan, Docket AB-1102X

Dear Mr. Miller:

The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) received vour correspondence regarding the above-cited undertaking. 1t
appears that you are initiating consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. The Section 106 regulations specify what is required for a
Section 106 review {36 CFR § 800.11].

Section 106 requires federal agencies to tahe into account the effect of their undertakings on historic properties. The
Section 106 regulations specify what is required for a Section 106 review [36 CFR § 800.11]. It is the responsibility of the
federal agency. not the SHPO, to fulfill the requirements of Section 106. In some instances, the federal agency may
delegate legal responsibility to a state. local. or tribal government. Thus. it is the fedvral agency 's responsibility to apply
the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places to properties within the project’s area of potential effects
and provide the SHPO with a determination regarding the impact on historic properties.

The mandatory application form and instructions for submitting projects for review under Section 106 may be downloaded
in MS Word format from our website at www.michigan.gov shposectiont06. If at this time. you are merely seeking
information on above-ground historic resources that are listed in the National Register of Historic Places or in the State
Register of Historic Sites. please refer to the Michigan Sites Online website at: http:"/www.mcei.state. mi.us‘hso/., or on
the National Register Information System database at : hftp:-‘'www.nr nps.gov.’ The SHPO cannot conduct such research
on vour behalf. For information regarding archaeological sites, please contact the State Archaeologist, Dr. Dean
Anderson. at (517) 373-1618.

The State Historic Preservation Office is not the office of record for this undertaking. You are therefore asked to maintain
a copy of this letter with vour environmental review record for this undertaking. I the scope of work changes in any way,
or if artifacts or bones are discovered. please notify this office immediately.

If you have any questions. please contact Brian Grennell, Cultural Resource Management Specialist. at (517) 335-
2721241-6062 or by email at grennellb@ michigan.gov. Please reference our project number in all communication
with this office regarding this undertaking. Thank you for this opportunity to review and comment. and for your
cooperation.

Sincerely.
-2
5 A g-? _?qu\/%
Brian G. Grenn

Cultural Resource Management Sbecialist

for Brian D. Conway
State Historic Preservation Officer

BGG L e =
NDIX C-2
Enclosure(s) APPE
STATE KISTCRIC PRESERVATICN OFFICE
@ é\_ 722 WEST KALAMAZOOC STREET « P O BCX 30740 » LANSING MICHIGAN 28%09-8240
:qua www TcTgan gavSskpd (507 373-1330 FAX (5171 325 0348
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL FPARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
NeEw HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-76192
CARL M. MILLER STEPHEN J. HARANTS .
. ' ! .,
CMILLERIGCHOICEONEMAIL .COM SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL C

June 29. 2012

Lt. Col. Michael C. Derosier
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Detroit District

477 Michigan Avenue

Detroit. Michigan 48231-1027

Re: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties. Micnigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Lt. Col. Derosier:

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (*IN™ is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
SutSace Trunsportation Beard ("STB™) for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad linc starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwatzr and ending MP 100.69 ncar Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties. Michigan., We
have attached a rmap for your reference. IN is advising vou of the proposed action so you may assist us in
identifying uny potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water guality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year-oid flood plains:
Endaugered or threatened species:
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanciuarics or refuges:
National or srate parks or forests:
Coastal zone management:

Soil and natural resource conservation;
Agricnltizral jand;

Regional and/or local use plans: and
The nevd for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

21

SoSeeNe T

Dne-2

N anticipates that all structures will remain intact after removal of the rail and other track material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposecs: accordingly, we foresee no adverse effecls. MNevertheless. we would
appreciate your review and any commeits you may wish to offer. We would appreciate a written response as seon

as possible so that we may includg it in the Environmertal Report. which we anticipate filing with the 3TB on or
about August 1. 2012,

Thank you for your assistance.

—~
Yours troly e /
/}‘ = :—7 -’/’
22 &
- e
lr Iz—// / )J/

T —— e

.‘.ﬂl,Ll".:( & HARANTS
Counsei tor Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
DETROIT DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
477 MICHIGAN AVENUE
DETROIT MI 48226-2550

v 1o July 9, 2012

Engineering & Technical Services
Regulatory Office
File No. LRE-2012-00395-212-A12

Carl Miller

Miller and Harants Attorneys At Law
P.0O. Box 332

New Haven, Indiana 46774

Dear Mr. Miller:

This is in response to your recent correspondence regarding Department of the Army
jurisdiction on proposed rail abandonment along 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at MP 81.32
near Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan and ending at MP 100.69 near Sturgis. St. Joseph
County, Michigan. Thank you for giving the Corps of Engineers the opportunity to review this
project.

In 1984 a portion of the Corps' regulatory responsibilities was assumed by the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ). This project site is within the assumed area.
Unless otherwise notified, a separate authorization from the Corps is not required; however, you
may need to obtain a permit from the MDEQ. Therefore, we recommend that you contact Mr.
Kameron Jordan of the MDEQ. 7953 Adobe Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 49009-5026,
telephone number (269) 567-3565 for a determination of State permit requirements.

If you have any questions please contact Robert Stout of this office at the above address,

telephone (313) 226-6804 or E-Mail Robert.J.Stout@usace.army.mil. Please refer to File No.
LRE-2012-00395-212-A12 in all future communications with this office.

APPENDIX C4



-2-

We are interested in your thoughts and opinions concerning your experience with the Detroit
District, Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program. If you are interested in letting us know how
we are doing, you can complete an electronic Customer Service Survey from our web site at:
http:/iper2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html. Alternatively, you may contact us and request a
paper copy of the survey that you may complete and return to us by mail or fax. Thank you for
taking the time to complete the survey, we appreciate your feedback.

Sincerely,

Y

onald T. Reinke /LU

Chief, Compliance and Enforcement Branch
Regulatory Office

Copy Furnished

Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
MDEQ. Kalamazoo District Office
USACE, Environmental Analysis Branch


http://per2.nwp.usace.armv.mil/survev.html

MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
New HAVEN, IN 456774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619

CARL M. MILLER STEPHEN J. HARANTS
CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM SHARANTS1@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM

June 29, 2012

MI Department of Environmenial Quality
Kalamazoo District Office

7953 Adobe Road

Kalamazoo. Michigan 49009-5025

Re: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties, Michigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Indiana Northeastern Raitroad Company ([N} is planning to filc a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties, Michigan, We
have attached a map for your reference. IN is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in
identifying any potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands:

100-y car-old flood plains;

L'ndangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sunctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or {orests:
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natural resource conservation;
Agricultural land;

Regional and‘or local use plans: and
The need for permits under Seciicns 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

— = 5 G0 O B L —
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IN anticipates that all structures will remuin intact after removal of the rail and other track material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposes: accordingly, we foresee no adverse effects. Nevertheless. we would
appreciate your revicw and any comments vou may wish to offer. We would appreciate a written response as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Report, which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
about August 1, 2012,

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours truly.

—— ~. _— 7 /
¢ /
N _/‘c(m/m Miller
~—— AILLER & HARANTS

Counsel for Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
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STATE OF MICHIGAN -~ _.@4:__
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY LA
2 KALAMAZOO DIS1RICT OFFICE
RICK SNYDER DAN WYANT
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR
July 16, 2012

Mr. Carl M Miller

Miller & Harants

P.O. Box 332

New Haven, Indiana 46774
Dear Mr. Miller:

Thank you for your June 29, 2012, letter with regard to the proposed abandonment of a
railroad line between MP 81.32 and MP 100.69 in Branch and St. Joseph Counties,
Michigan.

[ shared your letter with my counterparts in Water Resources, Remediation and Air
Quality Divisions and staff from the Office of Oil, Gas and Minerals. We did not identify
any concerns with regard to water quality, designated wetlands or 100 year flood plains.
Similarly we did not identify any required permits.

The remainder of the 12 issues that you identified as areas of potential concerns is not
in our area of expertise or authority and should be directed to the appropriate
Department such as Department of Natural Resources, or the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development.

| hope this response will meet your needs. If you have additional questions please
contact me at 269-567-3595.

Sincerely,

2.0 Al

Fred L. Sellers
District Coordinator
Kalamazoo District Office

FLS:CWD

e
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

6158 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
NEW HAVEN. IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619
CARL M. MILLER " STEPHEN J. HARANTS

SHARANTS|@CHOICEONEMAL..COM
CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM June 29, 2012

Dave Rigney, NGAA
MDOT/Design Survey Section
425 W. Ottawa Street

Lansing. Michigan 48933

Re: fndiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties. Michigan. Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Mr. Rigney:

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (IN™) is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportaticn Board (“STB™) for approval to abandon approxmmately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP §1.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties. Michigan., We
have attached a map for your reference. IN is advising vou of the proposed action so you may assist us in
identifying any, potential effects of the propused action on. anong other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designared wetlands:

100-year-old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats:

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges:
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone managenent;

Soil and natural resource conservauon;
10. Agncultural land:

1. Regional and;or local use plans: and
2. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clvan \\' aler Act.

00014 OV W 1

IN anticipates that all structures will remain intact after removal of the rail and other track material due to
the suitability of the line fou trail purposes. accordingly. we foresee no adverse effects. Nevertheless, we woen'd
appreciate your ieview and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate a wiitten response as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Repon, which we anticipate filing with the STB o1 or
acoul August |, 2012,

Thank you for vour assistance,

e —MIULLER & HARANTS
Counsel for Indiana Novtheastern Railroad Company

APPENDIX C-7



. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

X ,% National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
rmmmar NOAA, NOS, NATIONAL GEODETIC SURVEY
Lansing. Michigan 48933 (517-335-1916)

July 9, 2012

MEMORANDUM FOR: Carl M. Miller
-,Co&r-l_s?.?or Indiana Northeastern Railrcad Company
3% N Dt . i
FROM: - ’_f}!g'nnyD T 'ng:zé‘?rjr.
.. NGB Geodetic”Advisor to Michigan

s

SUBRJECT: Railroad Abandonment Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Mr. Miller,

I have reviewed and drove the length of railrcad that is to be
abandon and have found that none of our survey monuments are in
danger of keing destroyed when ths rails remcved.

The Mission of NOAA's National Geodetic Survey (NGS) is "to dafine,
maintain and provide access to the Natiocnal Spatial Reference System
tc meet our nation's econcmic, social, and environmental needs."

wWWw.ngs.noaa.gov/

Tre following is a link to the National Geodetic Survey's Railroad
Abandonment page:

www.ngs.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/

Thank you for the notice.

APPENDIX C-8



MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O, Box 332
NEwW HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619
STEPHEN J. HARANTS

CARL M. MILLER SHARANTSIGCHOICEONEMAIL COM

CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM Iune 29, 2012

Bill O™Neill, Acting Chief

Michigan Department of Narural Resources
Forest Management Division

330 West Alleghan Street,

PO Box 30452

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7952

Re: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties. Michigan. Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Acting Chiel O™ Neill:

The indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (“IN") is planning w file a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board ($TB*) for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
M 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100 69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties, Mu.hlgan We
have altached a map for vour reference IN is advising vou of the proposed action so you may assist us in
identifying any potential effects of the proposed action on, amang other things. the following:

I. Water quality:

2. Desiznated wetlands;

3 100-vear-old flood plains:

4. Endangered or threatened species:

s Critical habitats;

0. Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges:

7. National or statc purks or forests:

8. Coastal zone management;

9. Soil and natural resource conservation:
10. Agticultural fand;

1. Regional andor local use plans: and
12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

IN anticipates that all structures will remain intact afier removal of the rail and other track material due 10
the suitability of the line 1or trail purposes, accordingly. we foresec no adverse effects. Nevertheless. we would
appreciale vour teview and any comments you may wish to offer, We would appreciate a written responsc as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmenta! Report. which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
about August 1. 2012,

Fhank you for youn assistance.
~7
/ /'

-

Yours truly,

- 7
= 7—”'
- - 'ﬁ’_’:—:: ,.4,2,;./‘\//
P
AY

—

X ~ \-._i-,:,:’— - T
L

. Ldl L\l Ml”el

.

=== "MILLLR & ITARARTS
Counse! fur indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
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Carl Miller

P~ — )

From: Nelson, Cheryl {(DNR) <NELSONC®@michigan.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 12:08 PM

To: ‘cmillerl@choiceonemail.com’

Subject: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St.
Joseph Counites, Michigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Attachments: DIr15071_Miller_Incoming_7.3.pdf

Dear Mr. Miller:

We have reviewed the proposed railroad abandonment (copy attached) specific to items 2.4,5.6,7. and there i1s no wildlife
resource concerns related to the proposal. The rail way does cross numerous streams and lies adjacent to some small
ponds and lakes. but the activity of pulling up track will have no negative effects There are no hits on the Threatened or
Endangered species or critical habitats database through the entire .ength of the proposed abandonment. Finally there
are no state or federal public lands that are affected

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Steve Chadwick, Acting Southwest Region Supervisor, at 269-685-
6851.

Chesyl Nefoen

Executive (ssistant

Wildéife Divisivn

Mickigan Depatment of Natusal Teseurces
33¢ W tlLeyan

Lansing, LT 359C9

317-373-9311

nefsonc@michiyan.gou

Don'’t let your summer slip away. Get outdoors and explore Michigan’s wetland wonders. Visit a managed
waterfow| area, the ultimate water garden and wildlife viewing opportunity.

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.ave.com
Version: 2012.0.2179 / Virus Database: 2437/5136 - Release Date: 07/16/12
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
NEw HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619

CARL M. MILLER STEPHEN J. HARANTS
CMILLERT@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM

June 29. 2012

St. Joseph County Board of Commissioners
125 W. Main Street

PO Box 277

Centieville, Michigan 49032

Re: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties, Michigan. Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Commniissioners:

I he Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (1N} is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surfice Jransportation Board ("STB™) for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad iine starting at
MP 81 32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties. Miciiigan, We
have atached a map tor your reference. 1N is advising vou of the proposcd action so vou may assi<t us in
identiving any potential ctects of the propoced action on among other things, the following:

I Water quality;

2. Desigrated wetlanids;

3 100-year-old flood plains:

4, Endangered or threatened species:
5. Critical habitats:

6 Wildlife sanctuaries or retuges:

7 National or state parks or forests:

8. Coastal zone management:

9. Soil and natural resource conservation:

10. Agricultural land:

. Regional and’or local use pians: and

12, The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Cleatt Water Act.

IN anticipates that all structures will remain intact atter removal of the rail and other wack material due to
the suitaoility of the line for trail purposes: accardingly. we foresee no aaverse effects Nevertheless. we would
appreciale yout review und any conunents you may wish to offer, We would appreciate a written resnonse as socn
as possible sc that we may include it in the Environmental Report. which we anticipate {iling with the ST on or
about Auaust 1,2012.

Fharik you for yout assistance.

Yours truly.

\_-_ “apl M. Miller
MILLFR & HARANTS

Counse! for Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
New HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSMILE: 260-493-7619

CARL M. MILLER STEPHEN J. HARANTS
CMILLERI@CHOICEQNEMAIL.COM SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM

June 29, 2012

Branch County Board of Commissioners
Courthouse

31 Division Street

Coldwater. Michigan 49036

Re: indiana Northcastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St Joseph
Countics, Michigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Commissioners:

The Indiana Northeastera Railroad Company (“IN™) is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Boaid ("STB") for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and $t. Joseph Counties, Michigan. We
have attached a map for your reference. N is advising you of the proposed action so vou may assist us in
identifving any potential effects ol the proposed action on. amoung other things. the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands:

100-year-old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats:

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parhks o1 {orests:

8. Coastal zone management;

9. Soil and natural resource conscrvation,
10. Agricultural land:

L Regional und. or local use plans; and
12. The nved for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Walter Act.

e

IN anticipates that all structures will remain intact after itemoval of the rail and other track material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposes: accordingly, we foresee no adverse eftects. Nevertheless, we would
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate a written response as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Report. which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
abour August 1. 2012,

Thank you for your assistance.

\-—- e [
~— “‘Tm?m.mmM ,
~————-WILLER & HARANTS
Counsel for Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
NeEw HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE. 260-493-7619
STEPHEN J. HARANTS

CARL M. MILLER SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM

CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM
June 29, 2012

Patty Birkholz, Director

Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Great Lakes

PO Box 30473

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7973

Re: [ndiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St Joseph
Counties Michigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Director Birkholz:

The Indiana Wortheastern Railroad Company (*IN") is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board {“STB™) for appro: al to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Bianch and St. Joseph Counties, Michigan. We
have attached a map for your reference. IN is advising vou ot the proposed action so you may assist us in
identifving any potential effects of the proposed action on. among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

| 00-vear-old fload plains;

Endangered or threatened species:
Criical habitats:

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges:
National or state parks or {orests:
Coaslal zone nianagement;

Soil and natural resource conservation:
10. Agticultural land;

1. Regional and-or local use plans; and
12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

000 N OV Lh B L b

™

TN anticipates that all structures will remain intact afier removal of the rail and other wack material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposes; accordingly, we foresee no adverse effects. Nevertheless. we would
appreciate yoni review and any comments you imay wish to offer. We would appreciate a written response as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Report. which we anticipats filing with the STR on or
about August 1, 2012,

Thank you for vour assistance.

\fﬁw o
K “'jmlM 'mn... R

——— " MILLER & HARANTS
Counsel for Indiana Northeastern Railroad Compam
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
New HAVEN, IN 48774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-483-7619

STEPHEN J. HARANTS

CARL M. MILLER SHARANTSI@CHOICEGNEMAIL.COM

CMILLERIE@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM
June 29. 2012

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Coldwater Service Center

387 N. Willowbrook Road. Suite F
Coldwater. Michigan 48936-8852

Re Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Countics, Michigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Dcar Sir or Madam:

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (*IN™) is planning 1o file a proposcd abandonment with the
Surtace Transportation Board (“STB") for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of raiirvad line starting at
MP 81.32 aear Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties, Michigan. We
have attached a map for your reference. IN is advising vou of the proposed action so you may assist us in
idemtifying any potential effects of the proposed action on. among other things. the following:

Water qualiLy;

Designated wertlands;

100-year-old flood plains:

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests:
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natura! resource conservation;
Agricultural land;

Regional and/or local use plans: and
2. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

R R

-o

IN anticipates that all structures will remain intact after 1emoval of the rail and other track material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purpases: uccordingly, we foresce no adverse effects. Nevertheless. we would
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate a wriiten response as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Report. which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
about August 1, 2012,

Thank you for your assistance.

Youis truly. /
vl
N \‘:'ég li M. Miller <&~

T ==--~—MILLER & HARANTS
Counsel for Indiana Northeastetn Railroad Company
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
New HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-76192
STEPHEN J. HARANTS
SL:LRLEE:-@::L;::EENEMAIL COM SHARANTSI@CHCOICEONEMAIL.COM *

June 29. 2012

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Cenrreville Service Center

693 E. Main Street

Centreville. Michigan 49032-9603

Re: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Bianch and St. Joseph
Countics. Michigan. Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (*IN) is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties, Michigan. We
have antached a map for your reference. IN is advising you of the proposed uction so you may assist us in
identifving any potential effects of the proposed action on. among vther things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

[00-year-old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species:
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sancluaries or refuges:;
National or state parks or forests:
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natural resource conservation:
Agricultural land;

Regional and/or local usc plans; and
The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

N o

——
— D

~

IN anticipates that afl structures will remain intact after yemoval of the rail and other tiack material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposes: accordingly. we foresee no adverse ¢ffects. Nevertheless, we would
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate a written response as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Report, which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
about August 1. 2012,

Thank you fur your assistance.

Yours truly, 7
el
_J‘ﬂf/ /af
-’ /
\c?')u Miller”
‘MILLER & HARANTS

Counsel for Indiana Northeastein Railroad Company

\
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.Q. Box 332
NEW HAVEN, IN 48774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619
STEPHEN J. HARANTS
(C:l:ftE:éxE;Z:ZNEMAIL COM SHARANTSIG@CHOICEONEMAIL . COM

June 29. 2012

U.S. Geological Survey
Michigan Water Science Center
6520 Mercantile Way. Suite 5
Lansing, Michigan 48911-5911

Re: indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and $t. Joseph
Countics, Michigan. Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Sir or Madam:

T%e Indianz Northeastern Railroad Company (*IN7) is planaing to file a proposed abandonment vvith the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB™) for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 8§1.22 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties. Michigan. We
have attached a map for vour reference. IN is advising vou of the proposed action so vou may assisi us in
identifying any potential effects of the proposed action on. among other things, the following:

{. Water quality;

2, Designated wetlands:

3. 1¢0-y ear-old flood plains;

4. FEndangered or threatened species:

s, Criticai habitats:

5. Wildiife sanctuaries or refuges;

7. National or state parks or forests:

8. Cuastal zone management:

9. Seil and natural resource conservation:
10. Agriculural land:

1. Rezional andror local use plans: and
12. The nesd for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Acl.

[N anticipates that all structures will remain mntact after removal of the rail and other track material due to
the suitabiiity of the line for trail purposes; accorumgly, we fors«ez no adverse etfects. Neveriheless, we would
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish 1o offer. We would appreciate a written response as soon
as possibie so that we may include it in the Environmentai Report, which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
about August 1, 2012,

Thank you fo: your assistance.

Yours ttitiv.,

P ) g ’,
! s i
{_ Gl M Miller

T MILLER & HARANTS
Counssi for indiana Northeasteti [iailroad Company
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

€18 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
New HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 26N)-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619
STEPHEN J. HARANTS
Sh:EtE:@CTlttizNEMAIL COM SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM

June 26,2012

Rodney A. Stohes, Director
Department of Narural Resources
Stevens T. Mason Bldg.

PO Box 30028

Lansing. Michigan 48909-7528

Re: [ndiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties. Michigan. Dochket: AB-1102X

Dear Director Stokes:

The indiana Northeastern Railroad Company (IN™) is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surtare Transportation Board (“*STB™) for approval 1o abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Countics, Michigan, We
have attached a map for your 1eference. IN is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in
identily:ng anv potential effects of the proposed action on. among other things, the following:

I, Water quality:

2 Designated wetlands;

3 100-vear-cld tlood pluins:

4. Endangered or threatened species:

3 Critical habitats;

hH. Wildlife saactuaries or refuges;

7. National or siate parks or forests:

8. Coastal zonc management:

0. Soil! and natural resource conservation:
to. Agr:cultural land:

1. Regzional and‘or local use plans: and
12 The nzed for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

IN anticipates that all structures will remain imact after removal of the rail and other rrack material due to
ihe suitability of the line for wail purposes; accordingly. we foresee no adverse effects. Nevertheiess, we would
appieciate Yo revigw ana any comments you may wish to olfer. We would appreciate a wcilten response as soon
as possible so that w2 may include it in the Fnvironmental Report. which we anticipate filing with the STB on ot
about August 1,201 2.

Thank you for your assistance. -

Sl CarlM Miller”

MIL LER & HARANTS
Counsel for indiana Northeastern Railroad Company

~
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
NeEw HAVEN, IN 46774
PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619
STEPHEN J. HARANTS

CARL M. MILLER SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL. COM

CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM .
June 29, 2012

National Park Service
9922 W. Front Street
Empire, Michigan 49630

Re: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties, Michigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company {"IN”) is planning to file a proposcd abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board (*STB™) for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Juseph Counties, Michigan, We
have attached a map for your reference. IN is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in
identifying any potential effects of the proposed action on. among other things. the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-vear-old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitars;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges:
National or state parks or forests,
Coastal zonc management;

Soil and natural resource conservation;
Agricultural land:

Regional and‘or local use plans; and
The necd for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

e A

N -

'

N amicipates that all sttuctwes will remain intact after removal of the rail and other track material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposes; accordingly, we foresee no advarse effects. Nevertheless. we would
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate a written response as soon

as possible so that we may include it in the Fnvironinental Report. which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
about August 1,2012.

Thank you for your assistance.

Yourstuly, . " )

e ///- .
\ Cembil Ml
MILLER & HARANTS
Counsel for Indiana Northeastern Raihoad Company
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332

NEW HAVEN, IN 46774

PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE. 260-493-7619

STEPHEN J. HARANTS
M. MILLER
SN‘:'TEER‘@CHO'CEONEMAIL-COM SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM

Junie 29, 2012

Scott Hicks, Field Supervisor

Fish and Wildlife Services

Fast Lansing Field Office

2651 Coolidge Road. Suite 101

East Lansing, Michigan 48823-6316

Re: Indiuna Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph
Counties, Michigan. Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Mr. Hicks:

The Indiara Northeastern Railroad Company (*IN") is planning to file a propused abandonment with the
Surface Tiansportation Board (*S I'B™) for approval o abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line stariing at
MP 81.32 rear Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 nein Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties, Michigan. We
have attached a map for your reference. IN is advising you ol the proposcd action so you may assist us in
identifving any potential effects of the proposed acticn on, among other things, the following:

1 Water quality ;

2 Designated wetlands,

3. 1G0-year-old fiood plains;

4 Lndangered or threatened species;
5 Critical habitats;

6. Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges:

7. National or state parks vr forests;

8. Coastal zone management;

9. Soit and natural resource conservation;

10. Agricultural land:

il Regional and:or local use plans; and

12. ‘The need for permits under Sections 402 oc 404 of the Cican Water Act.

IN anticipates that all structures will remain intact afier removal of the rail and nther track material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposes: accordingly, we foresee no adverse etfects. Nevertheless we would
appreciate yow review and any comments you max wish 1o offer. We would appreciate a written response as soon
as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Report. which we anticipate filing wirh the STH on o~
about August 1, 2012,

Thank y ou for your assistance. -~

~—€&TM. Miller
———MILLER & HARANTS
Counsel for Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
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MILLER & HARANTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE
P.O. Box 332
: NEwW HAVEN, IN 46774
- PHONE: 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619
STEPHEN J. HARANTS

CARL M. MILLER SHARANTSI@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM

CMILLERI@CHOICEONEMAIL COM

June 29,2012
US EPA, Region 5
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago. illinois 60604
Re: Indiana Northeastein Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. Joseph

Counties, Michigan, Docket: AB-1102X

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Indiana Northeastern Railroad Compans (*IN7) is planning o lile a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB") for approval to abandon approximately 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at
MP 81.32 near Coldwater and ending MP 100.69 near Sturgis in Branch and St. Joseph Counties, Michigan, We
have attached a map for your reference. IN is advising vou of the proposed action so you may assist us n
identitying any potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Tater quality;
Designaied wellands:
100-year-old flood plains:
Endangered or threatened species:
Critical habirats;
Wildlife sanctuarics or refuges;
National or state parks or forests:
Coastal zone management:
Soil and natural resource conservation:
Agricultural land;
Regional and or local use plans; and
The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

_— = D 00~ N L)

-

IN anticiputes thar all structures will remain intact after removal of the rail and other track material due to
the suitability of the line for trail purposes; accordingly, we foresee no adverse effects. Nevertheless, we would
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish fo offer. We would appreciawe a written response as scon:

as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental Report. which we anticipate filing with the STB on or
about August [, 2012

Thank you for your assistance. -

7 oty ' N
Yours truly. ;

— =
;T - ”_:i’,-———%
- M. Miller™

MILLER & HARANTS
Counsel for Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company
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MILLER & HARANTS

ATTORNEYS AT LAwW
618 PROFESSIOMNAL PARK DRIVE
P.C Box 332
NEw HaVEN, IN 46774
PHONE 260-749-5858
FACSIMILE: 260-493-78619

CARL M MILLER STEPHEN . HARANTS
SMALLZR IWCHOICEONEMAIL COM SHARANTSIECCICEONEMA 'L ZGiA

luly 6,2012

Jamie Clover Adams, Director

Ml Dept Agticulture and Rural Developmert
PO Box 30017

tonstny Michiga 25604

Re Indiana Nottheastern Radlioad Company Proposed Abaadenment i Brancl and 5t baseph
Coupties, Michigan, Dochet: AB-1TOZX

Dear Ms, Adams:

The Iagiana Movthieastern Rathead Company (IR is planning 1o file a ptoposed apandonn:ent wita b
Surlage Transpurtation Board (STB™) tor approval to abandor approxsmately 19.27 mules ot 1aitroad Lne staztiz 2
NP 8132 pea Coldwate: and ending MP 100 09 near Sturgys in Branch and $t Joseph Counties, Muchigan, \we
have attached a map for yow reivrence. IN 15 advising vou o7 the proposed act:on so you iy assist us i
dentiry iz any potentiad ettects of the proposed action on. ameng other tiivgs, the fol'ow g,

Water qua'iny,
Desiznaed wetlands:
10U-yeul -uki flecd plams;
andungered o threatened species:
Ciitical habizats.
Wildiire sancremias o 1eluiges.
Nationa: o1 staie parks or forests:
¥. U0astai Zone management:

Soil and nannal resowice conse-vation
C. Ageeeh al land,
Regionsl and'or loca! use plans: and
The need tor permits under Sections 492 of 404 ot Le Clean Water Act

L e 1l ——

S

IN annicigates thar all sttucteres wilf remaun intact ofter removal of the rail and other rack matee s dae o
w ~uiabtin ol the e tor il purposes. secordimgly, we foresee no adverse 2fveis Navaitheless w2 vl
2oreearte you teview abd any comriens vou gy wish o oflzr, We would appracidie 2 wiliek response o8 w00
as pussible so at we may mclide it in the Fevironmental Report. which we anticipate flaig with the STR onor
acout Avgusy 1, 2002,

Piank you for vaur assistance

You:s tiuly.

Catl M. Miller
MILLER & HARAMTS
Counsel for Indiana Northeastern Railioad Compary
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DOCKET NO. AB-1102X

QrreNdix D

LOG OF AFFECTED HIGHWAY CROSSINGS

Road Mile Post  |Information Nat. Inv. No.
Garfield Road 81.32 signals, paved road 510186 Y
private crossing 81.77 923 740 E
private crossing 81.81 923 741 L
private crossing 82.18 509 708 X
private crossing 82.63 509 707 R
Wheeler Road 82.74 gravel road 5101858
|private crossing 83.16 509 706 J
Batavia Road 83.57 signals, paved road 510184 K
US Highway 12 Overpass 84.11 bridge over railroad 510183 D
private crossing 84.39 509705 C
Snow Prairie Road 84.89 paved road 510 182 W
private crossing 85.34 509704 V
'|Cavanaugh Road - 85.50 paved road 510 181 P
private crossing 85.78 923742 T
Wildlife Road 86.04 gravel road 510180 H
Wildlife Road 86.56 gravel road 510178 G
Parham Road 88.03 paved road 510179 N
private crossing 88.45 923 743 A
private crossing 88.71 509 703 N
Matteson Street 89.11 signals, paved road, 2 tracks 510177 A
Albers Road 89.63 paved road 510176 T
private crossing 90.77 crosses between farm & barns 509702 G
Prairie River Road 91.19 gravel road 510175 L
Holmes Road 92.07 paved road 510174 E
private crossing 92.32 509 699 B
private crossing 92.53 509701 A
private crossing 92.95 509700 T
 Taggart Road 93.31 paved road 510173 X
private crossing 94.11 509 698 U
private crossing 94.62 509 697 M
Deer Park Road 94.80 paved road 510172 R
private crossing 94.87 509 696 F
private crossing 95.16 509695 Y
Burr Oak Road 95.56 paved road 510171
Second Street 95.82 signals, paved road, 2 tracks 510170 C
Sixth Street 96.01 signals (bells only), paved road 510169 H
Halfway Road 96.11 signals, paved road 510168 B
private crossing 96.66 509 694 S
private crossing 97.21 509 693 K
Robinson Road 97.51 paved road 510167 U
Witt Lake Road 98.46 paved road 510 166 M
private crossing 99.56 driveway to homes on nearby lake 509692 D
private crossing 99.81 923 744 G
Lafayette Road 99.72 paved road 510165 F
Big Hill Road 100.50 gravel road 510164Y
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